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2008 Fall Conference 
Steering Committee 

 
Welcome to Memphis and the historic Peabody 
Hotel! 
 
The Memphis steering committee has been 
enthusiastically putting together what we believe 
will be an unforgettable conference, where you 
will join us in “Achieving Excellence Despite the 
Odds.” 
 
Our keynote speakers have been carefully chosen 
to address issues that administrators face each 
day; arranging for student achievement, 
overcoming obstacles to achieving high 
standards, and establishing high expectations in 
all stake-holders. They are nationally recognized 
in the field of education and are in high demand 
across the nation as well as internationally. 
 
It is our desire that the keynote speakers and the 
presenters for our breakout sessions will inspire 
us to return to our schools with new confidence, 
renewed commitment, and new ideas to make the 
next six months successful for us, our students, 
our parents, and our community! 
 
Again, we welcome you to Memphis and hope 
you have an enjoyable and productive 
conference. 



 

 

 
 

President: Constance Hayes 
Co-Chair: Sharon McNary 
Co-Chair: Rita White 

 
Registration 

·  Becky Dapper, Committee Chair 
·  Kathy Joyner 
·  Charles Newborn 

 

Sponsors/Exhibits 
·  Angela Brown, Co-Committee Chair 
·  Rosalyn Martin 

 

Program 
·  Dr. Sam Shaw, Committee Chair 
·  Sharon McNary 
·  Rita White 

 

TASL 
·  Rita White, Committee Chair 
·  Marty Pettigrew 

Door Prizes 
·  Dr. Angela Whitelaw, Committee Chair 
·  Margaret McClaurin 
·  Yolanda Heidelberg 

 

Speakers/Transportation 
·  Reggie Jackson, Committee Chair 
·  Sherry Phillips 

Bags 
·  Lacee Mallard, Committee Chair 
·  Troy Kilzer 
·  Dana Finch 

 

Decorations 
·  Arcinko Chandler, Committee Chair 
·  Tamela Boyd  
 

Treasurer 
·  Janet Robbins, Committee Chair 
 

Technology 
·  Brett Lawson, Committee Chair 
·  Scott Holcomb 
·  Cindy Puttnam 
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October 3rd work session following the October 2nd conference 

committee reporting session. 
See page 2 for the listing of all committee members. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

      
Executive Director 
Dr. Ernest Bentley, Jr. 
TPA 
205 Sterling Springs Drive 
Johnson City, TN  37604 
Phone: (423) 341-0652 
Fax (423) 282-2784 
Email: 
tnprinassoc@comcast.net 

 
 

 President 
Constance L. Hayes 
Gateway Elementary 
1524 Monticello Ave. 
Madison, TN  37115 
Phone: (615) 860-1465 
Fax: (615) 860-1469 
Email: 
constance.hayes@mnps.org 

 

 

      

      
President Elect 

 

 Vice President 

 

 
Lacee Mallard 
Milan Middle School 
623 Gann Rd. (Home) 
Milan, TN 38358 
Phone: (731) 686-7232 
Fax: (731) 723-8872 
Email: mallardl@k12tn.net 

 Brian Partin 
Thomas Jefferson Elementary 
2261 Westmoreland Ave. 
Kingsport ,TN 37664 
Phone: (423) 378-2270 
Fax:  (423)378-2277 
Email: bpartin@k12k.com 

 

      

      

      
Past President 

 

 NAESP 
State Representative 

 

 

Marsha Carr 
Griffith Elementary School 
P.O. Box 819, 102 Jones 
Drive 
Dunlap, TN  37327 
Phone: (423) 949-2105 
Fax: (423) 949-6872 
Email: carrm1@k12tn.net 

 Rita White 
Memphis City Schools 
Egypt Elementary School 
4160 Karen Cove 
Memphis, TN  38128 
Phone: (901) 416-4150 
Fax: (901) 416-4163 
Email: whiter@mcsk12.net 
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Treasurer 

 

 Secretary 

 

 
Dr. Debra Bentley 
Supervisor of Instruction and 
      Communications 
Johnson City School System 
100 East Maple St. 
Johnson City, TN  37601 
Phone: (423) 434-5200 
Fax: (423) 434-5237 
Email: bentleyd@jcs.k12.tn.us 

 Kimberly Headrick 
Whitwell Middle School 
1130 Main Street 
Whitwell 37397 
Phone: (423) 658-5635 
Fax: (423)-658-6949 
Email: khedrick@mctns.net 
 
 

 

      

      

      
District 1 Director   District 1 Director 

 

 
Angela Brown 
Douglas Elementary 
1650 Ash Street 
Memphis, TN  38008 
Phone: (901) 416-1970 
Fax: (901) 416-8085 
Email: brownangela 
     @mcsk12.net 
A 2003-2004 U of M Fellow 

 Sharon McNary 
Richland Elementary 
5440 Rich Rd 
Memphis, TN  38120 
Phone (901) 416-2148 
Fax: (901) 416-6215 
Email: mcnarys@mcsk12.net 

 

      

      

      
Districts 2 Director 

 

 District 3 Director 

 

 
Jill Gallemore 
Milan Elementary 
1100 Middle Road 
Milan TN 38358 
Phone: (731) 686-0840 
Fax: (731) 686-3282 
Emai;gallemorej@milanssd.org 

 Lacee Mallard 
Milan Middle School 
623 Gann Rd. (Home) 
Milan, TN 38358 
Phone: (731) 686-7232 
Fax: (731) 723-8872 
Email: mallardl@k12tn.net 
 
 

 

      

      
Distrct 4 Director 

 

 District 4 Director 

 

 
Rhonda Kennedy 
Barkers Mill Elementary 
1230 Littlebobcatt Lane 
Clarkesville TN, 37042 
Email: rhonda.kennedy#@cmcss.net 
 
 

 
 

 Ronald Powe 
Thomas  Edison Elementary 
6130 Mt. view Rd. 
Antioch, TN  37013 
Phone: (615)-501 -8800 
Fax: (615) 501- 8839 

 

 



 

 
 

      
District 5 Director 

 

 District 6 Director 

 

 
Donna Rhoton 
Bel Aire Elementary 
504 Stone Blvd 
Tullahoma TN, 37388 
Phone: (903) 454 – 2610 
Fax (931) 454 – 2656 
Email: rhotond3@K12tn.net 

 Marsha Newman 
West Elementary 
400 Clark lvd. 
McMinville TN,  37110 
Phone: (931) 473 - 3801 
Fax: ( 931) 473 – 0863 
Email:newmanm1@k12tn.net 
 

 

      
      
District 7 Director 

 

 District 8 Director 

 

 
LeeAnn Williamson Mills 
Soddy Elementary 
260 School St. 
Soddy Daisy, TN 37379 
Phone: (423) 332-8823 
Fax: (423) 332-8843 
Email: mills_l@hcde.org 

 Julie Thompson 
Carter Elementary 
9304 College Lane 
Strawberry Plains, TN 37871 
Phone: (865) 932 – 4172 
Fax: (865) 932 – 8190 
Email:thompsonj23@k12tn.net 
 
 

 

      

      
District 8 Director 

 

 District 9 Director 

 

 
Rick Wilson 
John Sevier Elementary 
2001 Sequoyah Ave 
Maryville TN, 378804 
Phone: (865) 983 – 8551 
Fax( 865) 977 – 0725 
Email:rwilson@maryville.tn.us 
 

 Steve Barnett 
Town Acres Elementary 
2310 Lakspur Drive 
Johnson City TN, 37604 
Phone: (423) 854 – 4800 
Fax : ( 423) 854 – 4800 
Email:barnetts@jcschoosl.org 

 

      

      
Tennessee Principals 
Association website is 
www.tnprinassoc.org. 

 
Membership Processor 

 Federal/State Relations 
Coordinator 

 

 

The association email is 
tnprinassoc@comcast.net. 
The Executive Director can 
Be reached at 423-341-0652. 
The membership processor 
Can be contacted through 
cleeassociates@comcast.net 
or 865-531-4533. 
 

 Teresa Dennis 
Ruby Major Elementary 
51 41 John Hager Road  
Hermitage  TN,  37076 
Phone: (615) 232 – 2203  
Fax: (615) 232 – 7108 
Email:Teresa.dennis@mnps.org  

 

 



 

 
 

      
Journal Editor 

 

 Middle School/Secondary 
Initiative 

 

 

Catherine Prentiss 
Cockrill Elementary 
4701 Indiana Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37207 
Phone: (615)-298-8075 

 Dr. Terrence Brown 
Regional Superintendent 
Memphis City Schools 
2597 Avery Avenue, Room 256 
Memphis, TN  38122 
 
 

 

      
      
New Principals 

 

 Professional Development 

 

 
Marti Phillips 
Hull Jackson Mont Magnet 
1015 Kellow Street 
Nashville  TN, 37208 
Phone: (615) 291 – 6601 
Fax: (651) 291 – 6065 
Email: 
martha.phillipa@mnps.org 
 
 

 Linda Irwin 
Niswonger Foundation 
P.O. Box 5112 Tusculum 
College 
Greeneville, TN  37743 
Phone: (423) 798-7836 
Email: lirwin@tusculum.edu 

 

      

      
Upper Grades 
Membership 

 

 Retired 

 

 

Kevin McCarthy 
Regional Superintendent 
Memphis City Schools 
2597 Avery Avenue, Room 
256 Memphis, TN  38122 
Phone: (901) 416-0490 
Fax: (901) 416-7611 
Email: 
mccarthyk@mcsk12.net 
 

 Pattye Evans 
1327 General MacArthur  
Brentwood TN, 37027 
Phone: (615) 210 – 6056 
Fax: (615) 210 – 5051 
Email:pattye_evans@yahoo.com 

 

 
 

         



 

 

 
 

 

Sponsors as of 10/3/08 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Exhibitors as of 10/3/08 
 
American Legacy Publisher  
Camp Invention    
CARE  
ClassWorks 
Discovery Education Assessment 
Gandy Ink  
Goodheart-Wilcox Publisher  
Holt-McDougal 
Inter-State Studios  
istation 
Lakeshore 
Lifetouch 
Nystrom 
Presentation Solutions 
Quantum Learning  
Responsive Classroom   
TN Visual Service Co. Inc. 
Trevecca University  
Varitronics   
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·  3:00-6:00 p.m.  Registration     Bert Parker Room 
 
·  6:00   TPA Executive Committee Meeting TPA Conference Suite 
 
·  7:00 - 8:30 p.m.  TPA  Board Meeting               Texas De Brazille 

Next door to Peabody 
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·  7:00-8:00 a.m. Breakfast/Exhibits Open    Tennessee Exhibit Hall 
 

·  7:00  Registration Opens     South Mezzanine 
 

·  8:00-9:30 OPENING GENERAL SESSION   Continental Ballroom 
   

Presiding: Constance L. Hayes, TPA President 
Welcome:  Dr. Bobby Webb, Shelby County Director 

 
Keynote Speaker: ERIN GRUWELL  
 “Becoming a Catalyst for Change” 
Meritorious Service Award  
Erin Gruwell Book Signing Follows This Session at 9:30 
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·  9:30-10:30 Break/Exhibit s      Tennessee Exhibit Hall 

Erin Gruwell, Book Signing 
 
·  10:30-11:45 Panel Discussion I  

                               
Providing Quality Academic Opportunities for Diverse Student Populations 

 
Elementary/Middle Panel       Venetian Room        
Moderator:  Brian Partin  

Michael Hubbard (Roosevelt Elementary, Kingsport), Dr. Barbra Ide 
(Thurgood Marshall Middle, Metro Davidson)/ Constance Hayes (Gateway 
Elementary, Metro Davidson), Dr. Sam Shaw (Berclair Elementary, Memphis) 
 

     High School Panel          Hernando Desoto 
     Moderator:  Timothy R. Setterlund  

Lora Hall(Cane Ridge High, Metro Davidson), Brett Lawson (Overton High, 
Memphis) 
 

 
·  12:00-1:45 AWARDS LUNCHEON     Skyway 
 

Presiding: Rita White NAESP State Representative 
 
Invocation: Rev. Cedrick Gray 
  
Keynote Speaker, DR. KRINER CASH, Superintendent of Memphis City 
Schools 
“Breakthrough Leadership Breakthrough Results” 

 
Awards: 

                                    National Distinguished Principal, Past President and Friend of Education 
 

·  2:00-3:15  SECOND GENERAL SESSION  
Presiding: Lacee Mallard, TPA President Elect 
 
CHRISTIAN RAUCH 
“Moving from Good to Great In Student Achievement” 

 
·  3:15-4:00  Break/Snacks/Exhibits/Door Prizes  Tennessee Exhibit Hall 

Sponsor: Quantum Learning (Carol Fetzer) 
 



 

 
·  4:00-5:30 Panel Discussion II 
 
     Improving Graduation Rates… Differentiated Instruction 

 
Elementary/ Middle         Venetian Room 

            Moderator:  Teresa Dennis  
  Differentiated Instruction 

Dr. Debra Bentley (Johnson City Schools), Dana Finch (Goodpasture Middle,             
Madison), Tisha White (Shannon Elementary, Memphis) 

 
 
High    
Moderator:  Janet Graham 

Improving Graduation Rates    Hernando Desoto 
James Ratledge (Tennessee Exemplary Educator Program), Margaret Bess 
(Assistant Associate Superintendent for Middle Schools, Metro Davidson)/Janet 
Graham (Cumberland County High, Crossville), Michele Mason (G.W. Carver 
High, Memphis) 
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Breakfast on your own 
 
·  8:00 – 9:30 THIRD GENERAL SESSION    Continental Ballroom 

Presiding: TPA Vice-President Brian Partin 
 

Keynote Speaker: MR. HERMAN BOONE 
 “Building and Sustaining Winning Teams” 

 
·  9:30-9:45 a.m. Break        South Mezzanine 
 
 
·  9:45 – 11:00    BREAKOUT SESSIONS 
 
Christian Rauch   K-12      Forrest 

“Students Come In a Variety of Colors But All Brains Are Basically Gray” 
Brain friendly Research based teaching and leadership methods that boost  
enthusiasm for school and application to real life 

 
Daniel  J. Reschly                                      K-12   Continental Ball  
 “Response To Intervention” 

Implementation of the Response to intervention process in general remedial and special   
              K12 education 
 
  Renita Perry/ Fred Curry/ Ronald Mackin  K-12   Bert Parker 
 “Self-Directed Improvement System” (SDIS) 
 Learn How to effectively use data to improve student achievement 
 



 

Grant Shipley, Kathryn Roe, Christi Huffman  9-12   Hernando Desoto 
“Boosting Student Achievement in the High School Though Innovative School-wide Initiatives” 
Brighton High School is one of the Best according to US News and World Report out of 18,000 public 
schools.  They also won a National School Change Award, given to only 6 schools per year by 
Panasonic. 
 
Marcia Bradley, Northeast Foundation for Children K-5   Venetian  
 “The Responsive Classroom” 
Come and learn how implementing the Guiding Principles and Teaching Practices of the Responsive 
Classroom can improve student achievement 
 

·  12:15 – 1:30 Panel Discussion III 
 
Response to Intervention…Tennessee Diploma Act 
 
Elementary/ Middle        Venetian   

            Moderator:  Dr. Debra Bentley             
RTI 
Rick Wilson (John Seiver Elementary, Maryville), Daniel  J. Reschly (Professor 
of Vanderbilt University), Shawn Page (Willow Oaks Elementary, Memphis) 

 
High School         Hernando Desoto 

 Moderator:  Brett Lawson   
TN Diploma Act 
Yvonne Allen (Tennessee Department of Education), Tim Setterlund 
(Collierville High, Shelby) 

 
 
·  1:30 – 2:00 TASL Credit Verification      Continental Ballroom 

Coordinator:  Rita White 
Final Door Prizes/Conference Close 

 

 
 

Many of the 2006 Conference Steering Committee Members are on the team again in 2008.  



 

�
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Nothing could have prepared Erin Gruwell for her first day of 
teaching at Wilson High School in Long Beach, Calif. A recent 
college graduate, Erin landed her first job in Room 203, only to 
discover many of her students had been written off by the 
education system and deemed “unteachable.” As teenagers living 
in a racially divided urban community, they were already hardened 
by first-hand exposure to gang violence, juvenile detention, and 
drugs. 

Enter Erin Gruwell. By fostering an educational philosophy that 
valued and promoted diversity, she transformed her students’ lives. 
She encouraged them to rethink rigid beliefs about themselves and 
others, to reconsider daily decisions, and to rechart their futures. 
With Erin’s steadfast support, her students shattered stereotypes to 
become critical thinkers, aspiring college students, and citizens for 
change. They even dubbed themselves the “Freedom Writers” — 
in homage to civil rights activists “The Freedom Riders” — and 

published a book. 

While Erin has been credited with giving her students a “second chance,” it was perhaps she who changed 
the most during her tenure at Wilson High School. She decided to channel her classroom experiences 
toward a broader cause, and – today – her impact as a “teacher” extends well beyond Room 203. 

Currently, Erin serves as president of the Freedom Writers Foundation. She raises awareness by traveling 
nationwide to speak inside large corporations, government institutions, and community associations. But 
Erin’s capacity to convert apathy to action matters most at schools and juvenile halls, where any observer 
can watch the expressions of troubled teens shift from guarded cynicism to unabashed hopefulness. 

Erin is a graduate of the University of California, Irvine, where she received the Lauds and Laurels 
Distinguished Alumni Award. She earned her Master’s Degree and teaching credentials from California 
State University, Long Beach, where she was honored as Distinguished Alumna by the School of Education. 
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Dr. Kriner Cash is the Superintendent of Memphis City 
Schools; the nation’s 23rd largest school district. Dr. Cash was 
appointed Chief of Accountability and System-wide Performance 
for Miami-Dade County Public Schools in October 2004. He 
earned a Doctor of Education degree in Cultural Diversity and 
Curriculum Reform from the University of Massachusetts, 
Amherst; a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science from Princeton 
University; and a Master’s degree in Administration and Policy 
Analysis from Stanford University, Stanford, California. 
Highlights of Dr. Cash's extensive work history include: 

Martha's Vineyard Public Schools, Massachusetts 

·  Superintendent of Schools  

Howard University, School of Education, Washington, D. C.  

·  Associate Dean 
·  Interim Director 
·  Supervisor 
·  Principal Investigator and Co-Program Director 
·  Assistant Professor 

Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts 

·  Department Chair 
·  Director of Teacher Education 
·  Assistant Professor  

Dr. Cash has dedicated his career to ensuring an equal and high-quality education for all students in public 
schools. He is an active member of numerous educational and civic organizations. He and his wife of 30 
years have three grown sons.  

 

 

Tennessee Principals Association 

Awards Luncheon: 
Dr. Kriner Cash 
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   Christian Rauch has served as both a teacher and an 
administrator at the elementary, middle and high 
school levels. He has taught in small classrooms in 
very poor, rural settings to being an administrator at a 
suburban elementary school to an assistant principal in 
a large urban, very at risk high school.  
Mr. Rauch has also worked over the past twelve years 
with diverse populations in unique summer learning 
and life skills programs held on top university 
campuses such as Stanford, Wake Forest, and Cornell. 
Students in these programs undergo a metamorphosis 

from resistant, sometimes angry or apathetic, often bored and not wanting to be 
there to highly engaged, motivated and self-confident. They leave with new 
skills and tools for success in school… and in life. These diverse experiences 
have contributed to his wealth of experience and ideas that he offers to educators 
to help them achieve higher levels of effectiveness with students. His main focus 
is on brain-friendly, research-based teaching and leadership methods that boost 
enthusiasm for school and life, real learning, memory and application to real life.  
 
Mr. Rauch graduated Summa Cum Laude from Utah State University in Logan, 
UT where he was a Presser and a Howard Scholar. He completed his M. Ed. in 
Educational Leadership in the nationally recognized Preparation Program at 
Brigham Young University in Provo, UT.  He is senior instructor and education 
consultant with Quantum Learning Education and he is currently resides in 
Houston, TX.   His session is sponsored by Quantum Learning.   
 

 
Tennessee Principals Association 

Second General Session 
Keynote: Christian Rauch 
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Thursday, November 20, 2008 
10:30-11:45 
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Tennessee Principals Association 

Panel Discussions and  
Concurrent Discussions 

 



 

Thursday, November 20, 2008 
4:00-5:30 
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Friday, November 21, 2008 
9:45-11:00 
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Friday, November 21, 2008 

12:15-1:30 
Panel Discussions 
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