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Below is a legislative update which includes legislation of interest to public education and TPA.
Hyperlinks to the full text of each bill were added for your convenience. To utilize this feature, hold
down the “control” key while clicking on the link with your mouse.

Highlights for the Week of May 17, 2010

No decision on budget

Last week’s report highlighted a budget proposal, originated by Senate Republicans, which
eliminates the 3 percent bonus for teachers and state employees as well as the Career Ladder
Program (after two years). As expected, the House appears to be against this plan, which led to the
Senate Democratic Leader — Senator Jim Kyle (D-Memphis) — to propose another option, which
would scale back the bonus to 2 percent and leave intact the Career Ladder Program. The Senate
Finance Committee quickly turned down Kyle’s proposal and adjourned without taking further
action on these budget items.

So, as often occurs during this time of year, leaders in both houses of the General Assembly are
attempting to resolve major differences so that a budget can be adopted and legislators can go home
for the year. When that will happen is anyone’s guess but, when it does, things will move quickly.

All contact information for legislators may be found on the General Assembly website —
www.capitol.tn.gov. You can also watch committee hearings and floor session live through video
streaming.

Random drug testing legislation re-referred to committee

Just when it seemed all hurdles had been cleared relative to legislation permitting school districts to
randomly drug test students participating in extracurricular activities, the House Calendar & Rules
Committee re-referred the bill to the House Education Committee for further consideration. Some
members of the committee questioned removing a child from the activity based solely on a parent
refusing to sign off on the test, while others seemed to think the penalty for those who test positive
would be too lenient under the bill.

It is not yet clear if and when the bill will be considered by the Education Committee.
Next Report

The next TPA Legislative Report will be published upon completion of the 106t* General Assembly.



Calendars of Interest
Week of May 24, 2010

Numbers in the left column indicate placement of bill on calendar. Note that all calendars are subject to change.

Senate Floor -- Monday at 1:.00 pm -- Senate Chamber

12. SB 2621 EDUCATION: Extracurricular students: random drug testing. Establishes that
Tracy students participating in extracurricular activities may randomly be tested for illegal

drugs without individualized reasonable suspicion as long as previous legal
requirements are followed. Requires LEAs testing students for drugs to create
policies and procedures for assisting and counseling students testing positive for
illegal drug use. AMENDMENT: House Education amendment 1, Senate Education
amendment 1 specifies that the student testing positive must receive an assessment to
determine the severity of the problem, instead of merely counseling. Requires LEAS
to provide notice of random testing to all parents or guardians of students involved in
extracurricular activities, provide parents or guardians notice of when a student is
selected, and receive a parent's or guardian's written consent to randomly test a
student. Senate Finance amendment 1, House Finance Committee amendment 1
specifies that any records concerning a student who tested positive for drug use must
be confidential student records. Clarifies that no student will be suspended or
expelled solely due to the positive test. Requires the principal or school counselor of
the school to provide certain referral information to the student and to the student's
parents or guardian. (HOUSE: HB 3200, Winningham; Re-referred to House
Education by House Calendar & Rules.) FISCAL NOTE: Dated: February 9, 2010
Increase local expenditures - $355,200/permissive.

Note: The Finance Committees in both houses will be meeting throughout the week. Dates and times are
not yet set and are subject to the call of the chair.
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